It all started with a pair of shoes:
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n one serendipitous moment,

described by Wichita State
President Donald Beggs as a
“wow” moment and an instant
surge of physical attraction for
Shirley Beggs, the love of a
lifetime was initiated over
shoes and continuous
conversation.

Shirley, donning a sleeveless,
straight-line lime-colored dress,
was shopping for a dress in
Donald’s hometown of Harris-
burg, Illinois when she walked
by Carp’s Department Store
and noticed an attractive
young man coming out of the

store to place a pair of $1.98
brown children’s shoes in an
outside sales bin.

More than 50 years later, the
couple can still recall the
details of the fateful day—June
19, 1959—as vividly as Shir-
ley’s bright green dress.

“I saw him and thought, ‘he
is so cute.” So, I followed him
into the store and .tried on all
the shoes he had in my size. At
that time, shoes were a lot like
they are now,” Shirley said.
“Women’s heels were 4- or
5-inch spike heels, and the
ends of them-—which ruined so
many women’s feet of my
generation—were pencil-thin.
So here you were trying to
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hobble around on these spike
heels and get your big feet in
these little tiny-toed shoes that
were every color of the rainbow
and then some with purses to
match.”

Just like Cinderella searching
for her lost glass slipper,
Shirley tried on the shoes
without any intention of
buying, but rather to keep
conversing with Donald.

“My specialties were selling
shoes and bib overalls. Obvi-
ously, she wasn’t interested in
the bib overalls,” Donald said.
“We just kept the conversation
going. We tried every shoe I
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